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Love for our land and water

Westpac Water Care Project
Grants Now Open



Applications are now open for the Westpac Water Care Project grants. Six
catchment groups will each receive $10,000 to fund initiatives that improve
freshwater quality and biodiversity, such as stream restoration, planting, and
pest control.

Over the past four years, the partnership between Westpac NZ and NZ
Landcare Trust has funded projects that have planted thousands of native
plants, improved wetlands, and installed pest control traps.

Applications close 30 May 2026.
Check eligibility and apply

See Last Year’s Recipients
Discover how last year’s grants made an impact

WWCP 2026 Application Form

Catchment Emergency

Preparedness Workshops
Limited spots. Don't miss out.


https://landcare.org.nz/project/westpac-water-care-project/
https://landcare.org.nz/westpac-watercare-grant-recipients/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qC6ktXQavk2xV2wof8syDHhJOTIIqJpJpItst5qanalUOEJRSFRPOU5YR044NUg4TVBQSEVCS1RRWS4u&route=shorturl

NZ LANDCARE TRUST
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THANKS TO OUR DELIVERY PARTNERS
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National Emergency

Management Agency
Te Rakau Whakamarumaru

NZ Landcare Trust is proud to deliver a nationwide workshop series in
partnership with Avalon Communications and Taranaki Catchment
Communities, with support from the National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA).

These workshops are designed to help rural communities strengthen their
resilience before, during, and after emergency events.

Why attend?

Connect with your community, understand local emergency management, and
gain useful tools to support preparedness and response.

One example is the Rural Needs Assessment, designed to reduce the burden
of post-disaster surveys on farmers.

With experienced facilitator Lee Cowan, you can expect a valuable

and engaging session.

What you’ll learn:
e Emergency preparedness
¢ Response coordination
e Recovery planning
e Building long-term resilience

Remaining workshops:
¢ 30 April — Waitomo, Waikato
e 4 May — Mangatangi Hall, North Waikato



¢ 13 May — Katikati / Te Puna, Bay of Plenty
e 19 May — Whangarei, Barge Park Events Centre

Register Now

Explore Emergency Preparedness resources here

Catchment Group Highlight:
Farmers Across the Marble Aquifer
(FAMA)

Our latest case study explores how dairy farming is adapting on the Takaka
Marble Aquifer to protect the pristine Te Waikoropupl Springs.

It highlights how the Harwood family, members of the Farmers Across the
Marble Aquifer (FAMA) catchment group, have proactively adjusted their farm
systems to reduce nitrogen losses while maintaining productivity. Through
strategies such as advanced soil mapping, improved effluent management, and
the use of wetlands and leaky weirs, their approach demonstrates how
evidence-based farm design can deliver meaningful environmental outcomes.

Key achievements include:


https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://landcare.org.nz/resource/catchment-farm-emergency-planning/

¢ A 13% reduction in nitrogen leaching has been achieved since 2016/17,
and by the end of the 2026 season, this will be a 25% reduction.

¢ Increased milk production by 14% while reducing stocking rates.

e Integration of renewable energy, forestry, and conservation initiatives.

Acknowledgements
NZ Landcare Trust thanks Nigel Harwood for sharing his story. We would also
like to thank Dayne Paton from DairyNZ, Michael (Agri Environmental Ltd), and

Clint Rissman from Land and Water Science for sharing their technical expertise
and data.

Read the Full Case Study

Discover the full details of the Harwood family’s journey, including practical
strategies and insights, in the comprehensive case study.

Read the Case Study



https://landcare.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Harwood-Case-Study-Final-April-2026.pdf

Regenerating Wetlands
Partnership Fund: Grants Opening
Soon

Left to right: Shaheen (Fonterra), Nathan Burkepile (NZ Landcare Trust Wetland Expert),
Sarm Waugh (Donald's Farm) at the Regenerating Wetlands launch, February 2025.

Fonterra and NZ Landcare Trust are excited to announce the return of the
Regenerating Wetlands Fund, opening for applications on 1 May 2026. This
fund offers grants of up to $60,000 to support local catchment groups and
communities in protecting and restoring Aotearoa New Zealand’s natural
environments.

If you have a project aimed at improving water quality, boosting biodiversity, and
building climate resilience in your community, this fund is here to help you bring
it to life.

What Projects Are We Looking For?
To ensure the greatest impact, we are seeking initiatives that include:
e Tangible actions to restore existing wetlands or construct new ones to
improve ecological health.
¢ Locations in areas with higher dairy land use.
o Strong local collaboration, leveraging co-funding or in-kind support from
partners and landowners.
o Clear short- and long-term environmental benefits.
o Appropriate technical expertise and a solid ongoing maintenance
agreement.



Applications Open 1 May 2026

This is a fantastic opportunity to turn your wetland restoration plans into action
and make a lasting difference for nature. Applications close on 30 June 2026, so
start gathering your community partners, reviewing your project plans, and
preparing to apply.

Let’'s work together to restore our vital wetlands for future generations!

Important Exclusions

Please note that projects primarily aimed at meeting regulatory requirements, consent
conditions, or supplier standards are not eligible. Additionally, the fund does not cover
consenting costs.

Find out more and prepare your application

Upcoming Events

From hands-on workshops to flagship sector events, there are plenty of opportunities
coming up to connect, learn, and take action across Aotearoa.

North Island South Island

NZ Landcare Trust — Catchment Otago Catchment Communities

Emergency Workshop (30 April
2026, Waitomo):

Tools to strengthen rural
community preparedness and
resilience —

NZ Landcare Trust — Catchment
Emergency Workshop (4 May
2026, Mangatangi Hall, North
Waikato):

Hands-on learning to support
emergency readiness —

NZ Landcare Trust — Catchment
Emergency Workshop (13 May
2026, Katikati / Te Puna, Bay of

— Waste Management & On-
Farm Solutions Workshop (20
April 2026, 7:00-9:00pm):
Practical waste solutions for on-
farm management —

Wai Wanaka — Earth Day Beach
Clean-up (22 April 2026, Wanaka
Lakefront):

Join us from 10:00-11:30am —

Motueka Catchment Collective
— Haycocks Bush Old Man’s
Beard Working Bee (3 May 2026,
Motueka):


https://landcare.org.nz/project/regenerating-wetlands/?et_fb=1&PageSpeed=off
https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://www.otagocatchments.co.nz/events/waste-management-on-farm-solutions-workshop
https://waiwanaka.nz/events/

Plenty):
Build knowledge for local
emergency response —

NZ Landcare Trust — Catchment
Emergency Workshop (19 May
2026, Whangarei — Barge Park
Events Centre):

Working bee from 9:30am-—
12:30pm —

Thriving Southland —
Everything to Gain: What Really
Matters — Paddock to Markets (6
May 2026, Invercargill):

A free full-day event with lunch
provided —

Strengthen resilience with clear

guidance and shared learning — GO — AT

Champions Forum (28 August
2026, Nelson):

Join us as we announce the 2026
Champions —

Federated Farmers & Brightstar
— Primary Industries New
Zealand Summit & Awards (24—
25 June 2026, Auckland):
Bringing together sector leaders for
insights, innovation and connection

Missed This?
Improving Water Quality on Farm

In this video, Johan Van Ras from Waiorongomai Valley Farms shares his
experience planting Carex sedges in modified on-farm watercourses (drains)
and the difference it has made to water quality and farm resilience. Johan
explains how sedge planting has helped shade waterways, lower water
temperatures, and slow water flow, while also reducing drain maintenance over
time due to decreased weed growth under shade.

You can find the Carex Planting Guide for Farm Drains


https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://landcare.org.nz/events-calendar/
https://brightstar.co.nz/events/pinz/
https://motuekacatchment.org.nz/events/
https://www.thrivingsouthland.co.nz/everything-to-gain/
https://www.cawthron.org.nz/freshwater-champions-aotearoa/
https://landcare.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Carex-planting-guide-2023.pdf
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Show Us Some Lovel!

Loved this newsletter?

Why not share it with friends or colleagues who’d enjoy these inspiring stories
too?

Stay Connected!

Don’t miss out—subscribe now and get the latest news, resources, and success
stories from NZ Landcare Trust-Nga Matapopore Whenua delivered straight to
your social feed. Let’s grow together!

fJo)olin

NZ Landcare Trust - Nga Matapopore Whenua
Gate 10, University of Waikato, Silverdale Rd, Hillcrest, 3216, Hamilton

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}
You've received it because you've subscribed to our newsletter.


https://www.youtube.com/shorts/WrnWD89AuaM
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/WrnWD89AuaM
https://www.facebook.com/nzlandcaretrust
https://www.facebook.com/nzlandcaretrust
https://www.youtube.com/@nzlandcaretrust
https://www.youtube.com/@nzlandcaretrust
https://www.instagram.com/nzlandcaretrust/
https://www.instagram.com/nzlandcaretrust/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/7038422/admin/dashboard/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/7038422/admin/dashboard/

