
Marlborough Chilean Needle Grass Action Group

Welcome to the 2019 edition of the CNG newsletter

The CNG Action group, based in Marlborough, welcomes 
feedback from the community on what is working for 
you, and what resources you need in your Biosecurity 
programme. What you need, may be very different to 
others.

The biggest message I want to give you is that you are 
not alone; either with your battle against this pest plant 
or in your desire to prevent it from spreading into clean 
areas. Acknowledging this means that we can all be 
working towards the same goal. When we do this people 
feel supported, take notice, get involved and resources 
flow. As a community we all must engage in Biosecurity, 
keeping it part of our day to day actions rather than just a 
compliance nuisance activity.

I am pleased to report that I have been seconded to the 
MPI CNG National Coordination Group. Farmers, we now 
have a direct voice on how CNG is positioned at a national 
level. The fact that a national group now exists means 
that the threat is acknowledged and is seen as very real. 

Obviously there is going to be a lot of focus with the 
current government, around fresh water and carbon 
emissions, but it is important that biodiversity and 
biosecurity are also kept in the spotlight and this is up  
to each of us.

Remember the importance of keeping the PPPP; primary 
protein production potential in our hill and high country 
for generations to come. Stopping the spread of CNG 
and reducing existing infestations should be our number 
one environmental goal. If we don’t we will no longer 
be able to farm sheep on these areas. Sheep farming 
is still the best option for this land class from all the 
environmental, water quality, sedimentation, water use 
and carbon emission viewpoints. 

The CNG Action group is indebted to NZ Landcare Trust 
for facilitation and support, and the MDC and ECAN for 
ongoing resourcing through the biosecurity budget, and 
for the work the biosecurity team do in the education 
and the awareness space across a wide number of pests.

Our facilitator Annette Litherland (NZLT) has put 
together another great resource in this latest edition 
of our newsletter. I encourage you to use the links 
contained in it to find further resources and also take 
the opportunities outlined in this newsletter to acquire a 
Biosecurity plan.

The Action group is here for the long haul. We welcome 
new members to join for a term or longer. The group 
represents community engagement through education 
and awareness and supports research, monitoring and 
on-going control programmes. Have you got an idea?  
We would love to hear from you.

The Action group members bring members with diverse 
skill sets to the table, they give freely of their time and 
experience, together we can overcome this pest. 

Warwick Lissaman, Chairman 
Chilean Needle Grass Action Group 
Marlborough | 03 575 7173 
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Update on Farm Trials –  
as part of EQ Biosecurity 
Project  
This is the final year of a three-year 
project run by the Marlborough 
based CNG Action Group and NZ 
Landcare Trust to support EQ 
affected farmers. It is funded by 
MPI Sustainable Farming Fund and 
co-funded by Marlborough District 
Council, Marlborough Research 
Centre, Environment Canterbury, 
and Hawkes Bay Regional council. 
We are very grateful also for in kind 
support from Beef + Lamb NZ, NZ 
wines, Osgrow seeds, Ravensdown, 
Agricom and an increasing number  
of Marlborough farmers. 

There are a range of demonstrations 
being carried out on farmer 
properties. They examine the 
use of Taskforce and Roundup, 
fertilser, over sowing and drilling 
with Taskforce resilient forages and 
forages likely to be competitive 
against CNG in the long term. 
They are looking at the impact on 
pest plant numbers and paddock 
profitability of regrassing of CNG 
or nassella infested pastures using 
grass to grass, or single or double 
cropping. Studies are also examining 
the impact of spot spraying nassella 
tussock with Roundup or Taskforce 
and then reseeding the patches. We 
are also examining the impact on 
plant numbers of spot spraying CNG 
in vineyards. The results to the trials 
to date were presented recently 
at Tim Struthers property which 
was attended by 45 sheep and beef 
farmers and vineyard operators. 

School competition
Entries close 7 Dec

Last year we started a competition 
for schools on Chilean needle grass. 
The winning entry from Seddon 
Primary school won $500 for the 
school and $250, $150 and $100 for 
students with the best three entries. 
We have loaded last year’s winning 
entry onto to YouTube at it is 
available on the CNG Facebook page 
and on our project website page. 

This year’s competition has a 
wider biosecurity focus. Please 
encourage your children to enter 
this competition. It is a great way to 
earn pocket money and money for 
the school. It can be any electronic 
media, poster, written plan etc. It is 
fun and good rural learning. 

To see the winning video from 
last year and for information on 
this year’s school competition 
see  https://www.landcare.org.nz/
completed-project-item/schools-
biosecurity-competition

Presentations are loaded on EQ 
project website page.  

It is the last year of the EQ project 
and we now have a large number of 
demonstrations. We have contracted 
Heather Collins to help with the 
trials. This year we have two more 
regrassing projects on hills, one of 
which is infested with nassella. But we 
are also examining whether smooth 
or rough coated cattle pose a CNG risk 
from either their coat or hooves in the 
seeding season. We are also looking 
at chemical topping CNG to reduce 
aerial seeding, improve pasture quality 
and reduce CNG seed bank before 
regrassing both on grazed hills and 
within vineyards. We are also trying 
a different drone to spray CNG on 
hills in spring and return to seed 
those areas in autumn. And we have 
another nassella spot spraying trial 
with a different seed mix underway. 
We are also looking to work on a good 
cost effective design of a washdown 
facility for grazing properties. One 
that can cope with removal of 
both seed contaminated soil and 
chemicals. If you have one or have 
ideas for a great washdown for one 
we would love to hear from you.  

To see results of farm trials 
presented at field day.
https://www.landcare.org.nz/
completed-project-item/struthers-
june-field-day
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