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Get to know your wetland through the
seasons.

Identify the seasonally flooded sections,
the deep water areas, and dry areas.

Seek advice and possible assistance.

Not all wetland plants are appropriate for
all wetlands seek advice from local wetland
experts in regional councils, Department of
Conservation, and NZ Landcare Trust.

Prepare a planting plan:

Compile a list of plant species for each zone
identified in the wetland. Use reference
wetlands to identify species to plant.

Order plants well in advance and from
reputable provider

Providers should have locally sourced
plants that are robust. Providers should be
able to help guide you in what you need, and
the purpose each plant plays in the wetland.

Planting season:

Plant bare root plants — during winter or
early spring. Container grown plants are
best planted from autumn to spring.

Preparing the site

Remove invasive weeds, and clear
vegetation for half a metre around
each planting spot.

Set out plants according to their zone and
eventual size.

When planting, dig a hole deeper and
broader than the root system.

Weed control, mulching and fertiliser.

Keep a one-metre area around your plants free
of competing grass and weeds. Once planted,
mulch the area to conserve soil moisture and
inhibit new weed growth.

Spraying of herbicides may be needed; specific
herbicide mixes vary so seek advice from your
local supplier, contractors and consultants.

Ongoing maintenance

Make regular checks in the first two years;
replace plants that have died. Taking control of
competing weeds is essential, as they will
quickly smother young plants

Check fences remain stockproof, and use pest
control methods for possums, rabbits and
hares.

As the plants cover the site and achieve
canopy closure, ongoing maintenance is
greatly reduced.

Spraying of herbicides may be needed; specific
herbicide mixes vary so seek advice from your
local supplier, contractors and consultants.




Set Realistic Goals

When considering your planting plans set revegetation goals that are

achievable and realistic for your wetland. These goals could include:
+ Planting plant species that provide food and habitat for wetland birds and/or invertebrates.
« To reintroduce rare and threatened plant species.
« Establish plants that are culturally important for food, fibre, and medicine.

« Establish a buffer to trap sediments and process nutrients from the surrounding catchment.

Reference Wetlands

Reference wetlands are natural wetlands with high ecological
integrity that provide can be used to determine the plant
community of a restored wetland.
+ Provides better understanding of potential hydrology of your restored wetland.
+ Helps identify key species for your planting plan.
- Allows for the setting of goals for your planting.
- Identifies threatened and endangered plant species that you can establish in your wetland.
+ Improves planting success.

Plant Establishment

Because water is usually not a limiting factor in wetlands, plant
establishment is usually rapid. However, problems can occur and
be difficult to overcome by factors such as:
+ Planting at the wrong time of the year.
+ Lack of understanding of hydrology and appropriate plants for hydrological regime.
* Improper soils used in the wetland and not enough organic soils to encourage growth.
- Plant damage by livestock or waterfowl! (e.g. pukeko or Canadian geese).
+ Lack of proper weed control.

+ Smothering due high sediment loads coming into the wetland.
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