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What is a weed?

• A weed is a plant growing unaided, where it is not 
wanted.

• A plant growing and reproducing by itself which is 
not native to this region.



How to identify weeds
Take photographs showing:

• The whole plant

• The leaves – are they opposite or alternate in the 
way they are attached to the stem.

• Flowers or flower buds

• Fruit, cones or seeds

Or collect, press and dry a sample to 

show to an expert.



Using iNaturalist to identify weeds

• Website: https://inaturalist.nz

Why use it? –

• It has photos of all the plants you might come 
across.

• There are a number of very experienced botanists 
using this website who can help you identify your 
plants. [For my future help just put “@chrise” into 
the  comments of your observation.]



What is iNaturalist?

• A database of living organisms: plants, fungi, wild mammals, insects, 
arachnids, molluscs etc. 

• It is an incredible resource with over 16 million observations for 
200,000 species and covers the world. 

• It now has 870,000 observations of 6544 plant species for New 
Zealand. 

• It has 44,000 observations of 2490 plant species for Nelson Region. 

• It is a place where you share what you see in nature, set up 
community-based monitoring projects and learn about our natural 
history. 

• In NZ it is run by the New Zealand Bio-Recording Network Trust, a 
registered Charitable Trust.





How to use it
• Like many websites you need a username and password. You do not have to 

reveal your name if you do not want to.

• You can access the website on a smart phone or computer. I prefer the 
computer version.

• Once you have done this uploading photos is relatively simple but is easier if you 
have taken photos using the GPS and date functions on your phone or camera. 
Photos can be downloaded at full size and the information attached to the 
photo will be downloaded automatically. 

• Try to name the plant to the best of your ability. Have a look at the “AI” (artificial 
intelligence) suggestions when you first download your photos.





What are the worst weeds?
• Weeds that spread easily and widely. For example, wind dispersed 

seed or spores.

• Weeds that are hard to kill even with the strongest herbicides. Eg. 
Asiatic knotweed, wandering willie, Bomarea.

• Weeds that grow tall or can’t be shaded out: climbers, trees and 
shade tolerant plants.

• Weeds that form suckers or long , deep underground stems or tubers, 
e.g. Chilean mayten, Asiatic knotweed.

• Weeds which cause economic problems.

Also of High Priority are weeds which are new to the region and very 
localised.



Other Resources
• Phone apps: e.g. NZ Myrtaceae Key, PlantSnap, PlantNet

• Websites:

1. NZ Native Plant Conservation website: www.nzpcn.org.nz/

2. Weedbusters: www.weedbusters.org.nz/what-are-weeds/weed-list/

3. NZ Eflora series: nzflora.info/

• Keys: 

1. www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-
to-the-weed-species-of-new-zealand/

2. Grasses: https://keys.landcareresearch.co.nz/nzgrasses/

3. Pines: nzfri.scionresearch.com/Content/Projects/nzfri/keys/cultivated-
pines/cultivated_pines_start.html

http://www.nzpcn.org.nz/
http://www.weedbusters.org.nz/what-are-weeds/weed-list/
http://www.nzflora.info/publications.html#ferns-lycophytes
http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-the-weed-species-of-new-zealand/
https://keys.landcareresearch.co.nz/nzgrasses/
http://nzfri.scionresearch.com/Content/Projects/nzfri/keys/cultivated-pines/cultivated_pines_start.html


Publications: 

1. A guide to the identification of NZ common weeds in colour.  Published by  
The New Zealand Plant Protection Society. $24.95.

2. An Illustrated Guide to Common Weeds of New Zealand. By Ian Popay, Paul 
D. Champion and Trevor James. $54.

3. FRI Bulletin 105 “Species of Cortaderia .. in NZ” free online from Scion: 
cdm20044.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p20044coll6/id/155

Further Help?
Would you like a Zoom session to help with using iNaturalist?

https://cdm20044.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p20044coll6/id/155

