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SouthlandCatchmentGroups

Southland has a unique and growing 
network of Catchment Groups.  These 
are community groups set up and led 
by farmers that cover town and rural 
communities across Southland.  They 
are well supported by businesses, rural 
professionals, farm sector support 
groups, councils, and regional agencies.

Each group is set up and run by farmers 
to improve water quality in an area 
that is special to them.  The group 
chooses their boundary, identifies their 
issues, come up with their solutions and 
celebrate their successes.

They work because farmers like talking 
to farmers.  They trust and respect the 
knowledge and expertise shared this 
way.  Farmers are passionate about 
their land, and looking after it for the 
next generation, and they like taking 
ownership of their issues and coming 
up with practical solutions which benefit 
their farm’s profitability, their families 
and the environment.    

Each group is unique in how it runs and 
what it focuses on but they all work to:

• Improve water quality
• Identify local issues & solutions
• Raise awareness & education
• Provide a community voice & 

contact point
• Help people get ready for changes in 

policy & regulations

When you join one of 
Southland’s Catchment Groups, 
you also become part of the 
network of Catchment Groups 
across Southland.   These 
groups support each other, 
share ideas and information, 
and work together with 
agencies to help find ways to 
look after Southland’s water.  
Together they are known as  
the Southland Catchment 
Group Forum. 

The Catchment Groups have 
run field days, found expert 
speakers and organised 
workshops to help people 
look after their farms 
and waterways.  They are 
working with schools, trialling 
technologies and nutrient 
modelling systems with 
agribusiness companies, 
sharing knowledge on Good 
Management Practices and 
providing a community  
voice on local plans.  They  
are undertaking innovative 
projects on waterways,  
using citizen science, and  
most importantly making  
well-informed changes  
on their farms across 
Southland. 

The cumulative power of all these 
on farm changes is making a real 
difference to our regions water 
quality.  Catchment Groups now 
cover over 50% of Southland and 
this network is still growing.

Sarah Thorne is the NZ Landcare 
Trust’s Project Coordinator 
who provides support and 
coordination to Southland 
Catchment Groups, and works 
closely with the agencies that 
support them.

This role is funded by the Ministry 
for Primary Industries Sustainable 
Farming Fund until July 2020, 
and is supported financially 
and in-kind by Beef +Lamb NZ, 
Dairy NZ, Deer Industry NZ, 
Environment Southland, NZ Deer 
Farmers Association, NZ Landcare 
Trust and most importantly, 
Southland’s farmers and 
Catchment Groups.




