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From the Chair
The weather is warming up, the days are drawing 
out, lambs and calves have arrived and the flax 
flowers are about to open for the Tui. 

I always get a buzz from watching the cycle of life 
on the farm and surrounds.

On the 17 October as the Chair of The Paradise 
Valley Catchment Group, I was asked to speak 
to a delegation of 50 participants from The NZ 
Association of Resource Management annual 
conference. This year’s conference theme was 
Catchments, Partnerships and Implementation - 
Getting it Done.

Various industry sectors were represented and the 
group took a bus tour of Paradise Valley before 
lunch at the Fish and Game hatchery where I spoke 
about the catchment area, its challenges, and how 
we are working to address these challenges as a 
community.

In discussions with participants afterwards, the 
most important factor I picked up was that of 
team work within the group and collaboration with 
outside partners, these two things being the most 
effective in the groups making the most difference 
in their catchments up and down the country.

BOPRC paid ($30) for my attendance at a Chair 
training workshop in Tauranga on 25 October 
run by Exult who specialise in helping non-
profit organisations grow. There were about 40 
participants from across a range of community 
groups and the opportunity to share experiences as 
well as gain new knowledge was incredibly valuable. 

Next Paradise Valley  

Catchment Group Meetings 

Sunday 24 February 2019, 3-6pm

Annual BBQ/Picnic + meeting at the 

Octagon.

Thursday 2 May 2019, 6.30-8.30pm

Venue: Paradise Valley Fish and Game 

Office, 1130 Paradise Valley Road, 

Paradise Valley.



Bay of Plenty Regional Council Update
Rain Gauge visit with Craig Putt

On 31 October Craig Putt from BOPRC met with 
residents from the Valley at the new automatic 
rain monitoring station located above Relph 
Road. Craig explained how the tipping bucket rain 
fall collector worked and sent data by telemetry 
to the BOPRC website that anyone can access at 
any time. This rain gauge fills a gap in the network 
of regional rain gauges around the Bay of Plenty 
and particularly between the Mamaku and 
Rotorua City gauges. The gauge has the ability to 
provide useful information and a potential early 
warning during future intense rainfall events.      

Some of the key points I got from it were:

- Focus on relationships - we are in this 
together, focus on the intended outcomes.

- Robust discussion within meetings and 
disagreement is fine but bad behavior 
(rudeness, bullying, shouting etc), is not to 
be tolerated.

- Bring the right people in to provide 
support and knowledge that benefits the 
goals and objectives of the group.

- Be the meeting facilitator, make sure 
everyone has a turn to speak, summarise 
without bias.

- Replace myself as Chair - ensure that 
succession planning is part of the plan.

As a group we have done a lot, even though 
at times it may feel like we are still at the 
beginning. Some wins for us have been:

- Securing the support from NZ Landcare 
Trust to have Janie Stevenson to work with 
us.

- Long awaited repairs to Relph Rd 
completed.

- The slip at our place planted and water 
diverted off it (with support from BOPRC 
through a Riparian Management Plan).

- Regular newsletter and group 
communications with council updates.

- Field days/visits to a detainment bund site 
and the newly installed rain gauge site at 
Ray Drakes on Relph Rd.

- Submissions to the Flood Review Panel.
- Building relationships within the group and 

with Councils to highlight the issues and 
call for action.

There is still much to do and many hands make 
light work, so don’t be scared, step up and let’s 
get to work together. 

Sarah Thomson
Chairperson, Paradise  
Valley Catchment Group

BOPRC can offer support for projects that will 
improve land sustainability and catchment 
management. Projects such as land retirement, 
land use change, gorse removal, and stormwater/
sediment control could all be eligible for part-
funding by BOPRC. For more information,  
contact Land Management Officer Robin Pieper 
on 0800 884 880.

Call for volunteers!
Pest weed control and planting group.
Want to make a difference to the amenity and riparian margins in your valley?
Want to see native plants growing rather than a sea of blackberry?
Some streamside land in the valley below lower Relph Road is available and suitable for some keen volunteer workers to transform.

The first work will be continuing the blackberry control that has already been started. Once the blackberry is kicked for touch the land will be ready for planting.
Interested in getting your hands dirty on this? Call Sarah Thomson on  022 062 4986.



An update on works on Paradise Valley Road is 
as follows:

• RLC contractors have completed 
stabilisation work on the slip area which 
includes the banks both above and below 
the road. See photo of the stabilised 
temporary road to the right.

• The road will be reopened to traffic, 
operating one way, controlled with traffic 
signals. Signage will be changed accordingly 
when it is ready for traffic.

• Works on the site will cease over the holiday 
period, however RLC, our Consultants and 
contractor shall undertake regular checks 
especially if heavy rainfall events occur.

• Remobilisation is likely to be 7 January 2019.
 
Users of the road over the holiday period are 
requested to take care and in particular abide by 
the traffic signals. 

Roading Update
Council have appointed Higgins Contractors to 
undertake the slip repairs on Paradise Valley 
Road. They have site possession as of November 
and will be mobilising to site. Below is a 
programme received from the contractor. Traffic 
management will now be under the control of 
Higgins not Fulton Hogan. 

The works are relatively complex as the site is 
quite constrained and the supporting structure 
wall needs to be sited on firm foundations. We 
have added a row of sheet piling underneath 
the proposed structure both for support and 
more importantly to protect against ongoing 
scour of the stream bed. Council is also looking 
at wider control for the stream to protect 
against ongoing scour. This will be longer term 
and subject to a resource consent application to 
BOPRC. 

Task Duration Start Finish

Paradise Valley Road Slip repair 60 days Wed 14/11/18 Fri 15/02/19

Establishment 1 day Wed 14/11/18 Wed 14/11/18

Environmental Controls 1 day Thu 15/11/18 Thu 15/11/18

Paradise Valley Road Drainage 2 days Fri 16/11/18 Mon 19/11/18

Excavation of platform for sheet piling 4 days Tue 20/11/18 Fri 23/11/18

Sheet piling 10 days Mon 26/11/18 Fri 7/12/18

Excavation of Slip 3 days Mon 10/12/18 Wed 12/12/18

MSE Wall Construction 34 days Thu 13/12/18 Fri 8/02/19

Road Construction and drainage 3 days Mon 11/02/19 Wed 13/02/19

Disestablishment and Reinstatement 2 days Thu 14/02/19 Fri 15/02/19

Stuart Hamlett is the Paradise Valley Catchment 
Group Road Spokesperson. You can contact him on 
07 348 9667.



Rotorua Lakes Council Update
Natural water supplies are mostly good quality however, 
are in general, at a higher risk of contamination 
from environmental factors such as contaminated 
rainwater or by animal or human waste. Without proper 
maintenance and treatment, drinking water can become 
contaminated and as a result there is a risk of illness.  It is 
vital that any property owner takes the correct measures 
to ensure the drinking water they supply is safe.

Following some concerns expressed by people living 
in the catchment about the quality of their private 
water supplies, the chair of the Rural Community Board 
(Shirley Trumper) has been working actively with 
Rotorua Lakes Council around providing information on 
private water supplies, and communicating an offer by 
Council to test private water supplies – we’re looking to 
provide the first sample test for each property with their 
own private water supply free of charge. 

Anyone with a concern can contact Council, ask for the 
laboratory, and arrange for a sample to be collected and 
tested. Phone:  
07 348 4199.

Community Civil Defence Hub
Linda Johnston, the Rotorua Lakes Council 
Civil Defence Community Coordinator 
is keen to meet with anyone in our 
community who may wish to team up with 
her to start a civil defence hub in Paradise 
Valley. 

Hubs are the go to place for a community 
in a crisis and once established have proved 
to be of immense benefit for streamlining 
communications and support back and 
forward to the communities they serve. 

Linda is currently setting up Community 
Hubs in both Ngongotaha and Hamurana 
communities.

If you or someone you know is keen to be 
the Civil Defence go to person in Paradise 
Valley please get in touch with Sarah 
Thomson to organize a meeting with Linda 
to see what’s involved and how to go about 
getting started.

Contacts:
Chair: 
Sarah Thomson
sarah.r.thomson@gmail.com
022 0624 986
  
Communications: 
Alec Martin
alz99@live.com
 
Support: 
Janie Stevenson
NZ Landcare Trust
janie.stevenson@landcare.org.nz
0275 750574
 

The Paradise Valley 
Catchment Group 

officially formed 
in May 2018 and 

is guided by 
their Community 

Catchment 
Plan. They meet 

quarterly and 
all are welcome 

to attend their 
meetings. 
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