
 

 

 

 

 

Q1.  If you see pollution or dead fish, you 

should? 

a) Let your local council know 

b) Tell your friends and family 

c) Pick it up and dispose of it in your local 

rubbish 

d) All of the above 

  

Q2.  How should you dispose of pollutants 

(paint, solvents etc)? 

a) Tip them down the drain 

b) Pour them out over a grassy area 

c) Put them in a metal container and take 

them to the dump 

  

Q3.  What are the benefits to fish from 

planting of riparian zones? 

a) Shade and shelter 

b) Lower water temperatures 

c) Create food for fish 

d) All of the above 

  

Q4.  Where should you wash your car? 

a) In your driveway so water can go down 

storm water drains 

b) On the grass so water sinks through soils 

c) At a car wash 

 

Q5.  If you wanted to help create a good 

whitebait habitat, would you? 

a) Plant along coastal streams 

b) Trim back plants beside a stream 

c) Place large rocks in a stream 

d) Whisk up some eggs for a whitebait 

fritter 

  

Q6.  To protect special fish habitats for 

longevity, would you? 

a) Build a protective fence around the area 

b) Place a legal covenant over the area 

c) Set up a 24-hour surveillance system for 

the area 

d) All of the above 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Q7.  What is a riparian zone? 

a) A place where riparians can rest 

b) An area around waterways that is fenced 

off and planted 

c) An area fish can use to sunbath along the 

edge of a stream 

 

Q8.  If you want to be proactive about 

protecting your local streams, do you? 

a) Draw signs to tell people to stay away 

b) Join or start a stream care group to 

restore and protect your local waterways 

c) Set up an observation tent near the 

stream so you can monitor it  

 

Q9.  If you want to prevent stock access to 

your waterways, do you? 

a) Have a chat to the stock and ask them 

not to enter these areas 

b) Ensure farmers never use those paddocks 

that surround the waterways 

c) Fence the waterways and wetlands 

 

Q10.  What is a culvert? 

a) A large pipe that goes underground 

connecting parts of a stream or drain 

b) An expansive dam 

c) A dodgy character 

 

Q11.  What does it mean to retrofit a culvert? 

a) Add 70s décor to it 

b) Insulate it 

c) Add baffles or mussel spat rope to it 

 

Q12. Why would you do pest control around 

waterways? 

a) To stop pests drowning if they try to 

cross the waterway 

b) To stop rats urinating in the water 

c) To protect eggs of native fish that spawn 

in the grass 

 

 

Continue over… 

How familiar are you with good management practices around 
water quality?  Circle the correct answer for each question below. 

 

 



 

Number out of 20 

/20 

 

 

 

 

 

Q13. How would you protect waterways from 

nutrient rich run-off from fertilisers or 

stock urine? 

a) Create a riparian border along waterway 

using plants to create a natural buffer 

b) Dig a large trench around waterways to 

avoid the run-off getting too close 

c) Use a large vacuum cleaner to suck the 

nutrients off the land before they reach 

the waterways 

 

Q.14 Critical Source areas are 

a) Necessary areas in your paddocks 

b) Low lying parts of farms such as gullies 

and swales where runoff accumulates 

c) The top part of your farm where you can 

view the property 

d) The hub of your farm where the family 

lives 

 

Q15. When selecting a paddock for wintering 

stock should you 

a) Use paddocks that need more drainage 

and cultivation 

b) Use paddocks that have heavy soils that 

will give you the best crops 

c) Have paddocks with many critical source 

areas so you can control runoff 

d) Look for paddocks with good fertility that 

are good draining, with good buffers if 

alongside streams 

 

Q16. When grazing winter crops should you 

a) Transition cattle or sheep gradually onto 

the crop so their stomachs adjust to the 

change of diet 

b) Retain a buffer zone along any riparian 

area and graze last 

c) If on a slope graze from the top down if 

soil conditions allow and graze any critical 

source areas last 

d) All of the above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 17. To manage areas of native bush on farm 

should you 

a) Spray everything so you can have 

everything in grass 

b) Find out what species are there to 

identify their values, then make a plan to 

manage or protect it 

c) Immediately put a fence around it so 

weeds can grow 

d) Leave it as it is so stock have easy access 

 

Q18. When managing stock on farms do you 

a) Allow stock to graze the edge of 

waterways and give them access to 

water 

b) Ensure deer wallows do not run into 

waterways 

c) Mix the age classes of stock so they get 

to know each other and make friends 

d) Feed any supplements next to streams so 

stock have easy access to water 

 

Q19. If you have large amounts of effluent on 

a farm should you 

a) Apply it to land everyday so you don’t 

need a storage pond 

b) Use low rate applicators over a large area 

to capture the benefits of the nutrients 

c) Apply it as fast as possible before rain 

arrives 

 

Q20. If you have a wetland on your farm do 

you 

a) Drain it before anyone finds out 

b) Dig a ditch around it so you keep 

confined to one area 

c) Get advice on its values and what lives 

there so you can fence and protect it 
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Continue over… 
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Q13. How would you protect waterways from 

nutrient rich run-off from fertilisers or 

stock urine? 
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FISH  
FRIENDLY 
CATCHMENTS 
Best practices to help our native  
fish survive and thrive

#6

Protect forested headwaters: 
fencing, pest control and 
covenants if on private land.

Maintain habitat variety 
in streams: pools, riffles, 
runs and meanders.

Plant riparian zones: 
protects streams from 
nutrient rich run-off and silt. Fence waterways and wetlands: 

prevents stock access.

Covenant special 
habitats to ensure 
lasting protection.

Design or retrofit 
culverts to enable 
fish passage.

Plant along coastal streams 
to create whitebait habitat.

Establish weirs if water 
levels are at risk from 
surrounding drainage.

Join/start a local streamcare 
group to restore and protect 
your streams.

Consider “soft” engineering 
approaches e.g. swales, rain 
gardens, man-made wetlands.

Don’t tip aquarium fish 
or plants down drains.

Minimise runoff through 
permeable surfaces, such  
as pavers, which allow rain 
to soak into the ground.

Wash your car 
on grass.

Plant riparian zones: create 
shade, lower water temperatures 
and create food for fish.

Don’t tip pollutants (paint,  
solvents etc) down drains.

See pollution or dead 
fish? Let your local 
council know.

Link mountains to sea: 
create fish passes to 
overcome manmade 
obstacles.

Digital catchment background image: Phil Jones, Dialogue Design. 
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