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1. Introduction

• This workshop is being delivered by Beef+Lamb NZ and NZ Landcare Trust and the 
Earthquake biosecurity project led by the Farmer led Chilean Needle Grass Action group.

• The weed examples come from Marlborough and North Canterbury.  However the examples 
are applicable to weeds spread by animals/machinery and airborne spread weeds and 
hence applicable to all weeds. 

• For anyone wanting more information on Chilean Needle Grass or Nassella tussock please 
visit the EQ biosecurity webpage.  Look for the new CNG identification poster 

• https://www.landcare.org.nz/current-project-item/managing-biosecurity-risks-on-earthquake-
affected-properties

• For further support contact:

• Annette Litherland, NZ Landcare Trust 027 724 4445  annette.litherland@landcare.org.nz

https://www.landcare.org.nz/current-project-item/managing-biosecurity-risks-on-earthquake-affected-properties


Aims

• The aims of this workshop are to:

• Learn more about biosecurity

• Help you develop a biosecurity plan for your farm

• Help “Protect our patch”

• Implement “Clean on and Clean off”



Workshop structure

• This workshop is designed to be in approximately half hour bites

• You can decide how many you do in a session

• On some your bites you are working on your own biosecurity plan

• There are a number of resources provided in this workshop including 
resources from industry groups, biosecurity plan templates, examples of real 
biosecurity plans, induction conversations, information on biosecurity risks. 

• There are also links to videos

• The workshop is designed to be delivered online either via email or via a 
website

• It is very possible for you to complete your own biosecurity plan.  Once you 
have completed it, we recommend you share it with your vet for comments. 



Why is biosecurity important to farm?

Once pests or diseases enter a farm they may:

• Reduce farm production

• Be expensive to control

• Result in legislated requirements for control

• Restrict stock movement or sales

• A farm with good biosecurity practises may get premiums in the 
future as they do in Australia. 



Why is biosecurity important to the industry?

• If we had a foot and mouth disease outbreak on Sep 2020, our 

real GDP would drop by 8% and we would have a loss of $13.8 

billion from the economy by June 21 of the following year.

• Red meat exports would cease for at least 10 months

• Dairy production would immediately cease for the remainder of 

the season.

• M Bovis has cost  $203 million to date and much heart ache and 

stress in many farmers.

Animal diseases can be catastrophic



Why is biosecurity important

• Chilean Needle grass infests around 3000 ha of dry hill country in 
Marlborough, Canterbury and Hawkes Bay

• It could infest up to 15 million ha of dry hill country

• All sheep must be sold to works 

• Cattle must be sold to works for parts of year

• Stock don’t like to eat it 

• It reduces productivity by 50%

• It out competes other pasture species

• It results in reduced stocking rates

• It requires compulsory changes farm system

• It has compulsory costs of control

Example of a plant pest



Why is biosecurity important

• Nassella tussock infests approximately 648,000 ha 

• It has the potential to infest 12 million hectares.  

• It reduces livestock carrying capacity 

(up to 90% loss in heavily infested pastures)

• Costs of control are $27 million

Example of a plant pest



Why is biosecurity important

• Brown Marmorated Stink Bug could reduce GDP by $1.8 billion to 

$3.6 billion by 2038 

• Horticulture exports reduced by $2 billion to $4.2 billion in total.

• In the wine industry, this would mean approximately $600 million 

in forgone export revenue by 2038.

Example of an insect pest



Biosecurity risks  Marlborough

We have it under control

Yeah, Right



Activity

Listen to this introduction to on-farm biosecurity

Link to presentation on biosecurity Beef + Lamb NZ

Link to Dairy NZ biosecurity page

https://beeflambnz.com/knowledge-hub/module/farm-biosecurity#block-3415
https://www.dairynz.co.nz/business/biosecurity

